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DEVELOPMENT OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

1. DOCTORATE IN MINISTRIES

The Doctorate in Ministries (D. Min) program, co-sponsored 
by the Graduate Theology Foundation (GTF) and SET, began 
in November 2021. This program, eminently ecumenical 
and inclusive, aims to contribute to the deepening and 
specialization of the pastoral body and lay people who work 
in other ministries in the local churches; and to broaden their 
professional competence, with the acquisition of skills and 

tools necessary for the planning and management of ecclesial ministries. 

The first meeting was offered in the non-attendance modality using digital platforms, product of the 
Covid-19. The following subjects were taught: Contexts and Current Challenges That Affect the Planning 
and Management of the Mission of the Church in the Cuban and Latin American Contexts by SET professor 
Reinerio Arce Valentin; and Biblical-Theological Foundations of Practical Theology for The Mission as A 
Basis for Ministerial Work by GTF professor Jorge R. Colon. 

The second meeting was held in the face-to-face modality from April 25 to 29. The course Schemes 
(Models) Of Ecclesial and Ministerial Organization was given by the Puerto Rican GTF professor Ramón 
Meléndez.

2. MASTER’S DEGREE IN LITURGY 

Students reported on their thesis projects

The following students continue to work on their thesis projects to be presented to the faculty:

Student: Yanike N. Hanson.
International Christian Fellowship
Title: The Washing of Feet as A Liturgical Element to Promote the Ecumenical Diakonia of the International 
Christian Fellowship.
Supervisor: Amós López Rubio, PhD.
Why this topic? “I chose this theme because the Community includes people from different Christian 
traditions, so it is ecumenical from its roots and committed to serving people in vulnerable situations.”
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Student: Mirna N. Figueredo Silva.
Centro Memorial Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Title: Silence in Liturgy.
Supervisor: Adolfo Ham Reyes, PhD.
Why did you choose this topic? “Silence in contemplation is a necessity in the midst of a world that 
leaves no room for stillness. Many are those who affirm that it is in silence that divine revelation takes 
place, where the most important processes of purification, growth, creation and healing materialize. If we 
want to preach the God of life, whether within the liturgical ordo or in extra-ecclesial celebrations, it is 
necessary to recover or introduce the practice of silence, contemplative prayer or meditation; to fulfill our 
mission as Church, in the midst of social contexts that challenge our experience of faith.”

3. BACCALAUREATE IN BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL STUDIES IN HOLGUIN

The fourth meeting of the program of the Baccalaureate in Biblical-Theological Studies was held from 
March 28 to April 1 at the Quaker Friends Church in Holguin IV. The following subjects were taught in 
person: Old Testament I and Pastoral Accompaniment by professors Ricardo González Kindelán and 
Yohanes Cobiellas Toledo, respectively.

4. BACCALAUREATE IN BIBLICAL-
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES IN MATANZAS

The tenth meeting of the Baccalaureate in Biblical-
Theological Studies program in Matanzas V met face-
to-face from April 18 to 22 at the central headquarters. 
On this occasion they took the subjects: Introduction 
to Mission and Diakonia and Christian Worship I by 
professors Daniel Montoya and Francisco Marrero, 
respectively.

5. BACCALAUREATE IN BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL STUDIES IN HAVANA

The program of the Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical-Theological Studies in Havana II is offered in the non-
attendance modality making use of digital platforms. The following subjects are being taught: Introduction 
to the New Testament II, taught by Professor Kirenia Criado and Christian Education II by Professor Nelson 
Dávila.
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SET MANAGEMENT MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

The following SET Management meetings and conferences took place during April 2022:

The virtual meeting of the coordinating committee of the Forum of Theological 
Education and Praxis was held. This Forum is organized and convened by the 
Global Ministries of the Disciples of Christ at the hemispheric and world levels, 
with rectors of seminaries in North America, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
These meetings will take place from February 9, 2021.

April 6

Since September 2020, ALIET (Latin American Association of Theological 
Education Institutions) has been contributing to theological education by 
convening a series of virtual meetings for theological institutions in the region: 
Mexico, Colombia, Honduras, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Cuba. On April 23, the 
colloquium Present and Future of Theological Education in Latin America and 
the Caribbean was held. The main speaker was Héctor Laporta, of Methodist 
tradition and dean of the Theological Community of Mexico. Elizabeth Cook, 
rector of the Latin American Biblical University in Costa Rica; Dan Gonzalez, 
rector of the Theological Community of Mexico and Patricia Cofe reacted to his 
lecture. Rector Carlos E. Ham, Vice Rector Clara Luz Ajo and Professor Ramon 
Melendez from the Theological Seminary of Puerto Rico, who participates as 
advisor of the Doctorate in Ministry program of SET, also participated for SET.

SET professors Dora Arce, Reinerio Arce, Adolfo Ham and Carlos E. Ham 
participated in the presentation of Sergio Arce’s book No se puede adorar a dos 
señores. Antología de Textos Teológicos at the Jose A. Portuondo Hall of the 
Palacio del Segundo Cabo, as part of the International Book Fair 2022.

SET management held a zoom meeting with the rectors of Qonakuy, which is 
a network of more than fifteen Protestant and Evangelical Higher Education 
Institutions focused on sustainable development in different countries of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, recognized as such by their own States. This name 
Qonakuy means in Quechua language “I bring the best of me to meet you.”

April 23

April 27

April 28
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From April 19 to 21, we received Brother Paolo, from the Taizé Community, who came to 
participate in the morning chapels at SET. On Wednesday 20th he offered a Bible study 
in the “Nize Fernandez” lecture hall to students and professors.  Brother Paolo, who was 
born in England in 1956, joined the ecumenical monastic community of Taizé in 1976. 
During his 45 years in Taizé, Paolo’s work has focused mainly on youth gatherings: in Taizé 
itself, in various cities in Europe and, in 2019, in South Africa. He said, “I came to Cuba 
in November last year and Brother André (from Indonesia) has been here since 2016. 
We are in the town of Colón and in principle I came only for one year, but we will see.... 
While so many people are leaving Cuba, it seems good to me that some Christians make 
the trip in the opposite direction to share at least, to some extent, the life and reality of 
those who live here. I have met some very welcoming people, despite their difficult living 
situation. I have also met some people who, during the years when belonging to the 

In April, the following meetings were held with international counterparts interested in the work and 
relations with the Seminar, namely: 

• On April 20, the SET management received and held a meeting with Brother Patrick Schnabel, in 
charge of Latin America of the Missionary Work of Berlin, an institution with which we have had 
relations for more than 20 years.  

• On April 25 and 26, the rector participated virtually in the pre-assembly of the World Council of 
Churches for the Caribbean.

• On April 26, Carlos E. Ham met with Hellen Ríos Carrillo, regional representative for the Caribbean and 
Gender Justice Coordinator for the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession (ELCA) in the USA

• On April 26, Kirsten Bredenbeck, Program Officer for Cuba and Haiti, Latin America and Caribbean 
Department of the German organization Bread for the World, visited SET to collaborate with the 
projects carried out by the Seminar.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TAIZE COMMUNITY AT SET

Church was more difficult or even punished, gave a clear testimony of their faith.”

Founded in 1940 by Brother Roger Schutz, the Taizé Community is an ecumenical Christian monastic 
community recognized worldwide for its emphasis on ecumenism. It is an ecumenical community of 
monks who focus on prayer, Christian meditation and reconciliation and who live their faith as a visible 
and palpable sign of Christian reconciliation and unity. They open the doors of their monastery in the 
small French village of Taizé to offer, especially to young people, a few days of biblical formation, selfless 
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service to others, authentic Christian joy and living together with people of many different nationalities 
in fraternity, austerity and simplicity. They do not accept any donations and the friars earn their living by 
their work, and their personal inheritances are given to the poorest. At present, it is made up of about a 
hundred Christian friars of various denominations from about thirty countries. There are small fraternities 
of friars in the poor neighborhoods of Asia, Africa, South and North America. 
 

                                                                                                                          By Francisco Marrero, SET Chaplain.

As part of the collaboration exchange between the Norwegian 
Bible Society, the Christian schools and the Bible Commission of the 
Council of Churches of Cuba, a group of young Norwegians visited 
Cuba during Holy Week. They held different meetings with young 
people, distributed Bibles and visited the Seminary to learn about 
the work being done and especially, to learn about the project of 
translating the Gospel of Luke into Cuban sign language.

Since 1998, the Christian community of Matanzas has been gathering in Lent 
to walk in unity the path of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, penetrating 
into the depths of daily life: joys, sufferings, discoveries and challenges. It has 
been 2 years since the pilgrimage took place and in this time many people 
have become physically and spiritually ill. The Kairos Center, organizer of the 
Pilgrimage, took the theme of healing as the axis of the day, relying on five 
biblical experiences where Jesus heals people in various ways, and not only 
alleviates the physical suffering but there is a more comprehensive, complete 
and profound healing, which also embraces the whole feeling of the people. 

LENT PILGRIMAGE IN THE CITY OF MATANZAS 2022

BIBLICAL SOCIETY FROM NORWAY VISITS PROJECT AT SET
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This year April 17, the dawn of Easter Sunday was an encounter of love 
and a morning flooded with God, as expressed in one of the songs 
people sung. The brothers arrived in the early hours of the morning, 
overcoming the light rain that had not occurred in more than twenty 
years. When the director, who would televise the service, asked us 
where we would have to move the celebration, no one said a word; it 
was not possible for God to be absent on the hill. When we reached 
the small square, the drops began to fall and the last preparations 
for the service began. We would recall the two years that had passed 
without this ecumenical celebration, like a long dark night that finally 
gave way to the radiant day of light.

RESURRECTION DAWN, LOVE MEETING AT SUNRISE

About 100 people from different denominations were involved at some 
point in this pilgrimage on April 9, with the theme song Canción de sanidad 
by Juan Luis Guerra. The meditations were in charge of Deacon Angel 
Eliosondo (at the “San Carlos Borromeo” Catholic Cathedral); Rev. Antonio 
Santana (at the First Baptist Church); Presbyter Pastor Beidy Casas Aragon 
(at the Central Presbyterian-Reformed Church); Father Rolando Lauzerique 
(at the “El Carmen” Catholic Church). The Lent Pilgrimage 2022 concluded 
at the Seminary, where there was a group work dynamic and then SET Rector Pastor Carlos E. Ham had a 
reflection based on Luke 4, 16-21.

We share the testimony of the Catholic layman Aristides Ramos and his wife who 
expressed: “It is good to recognize the admirable degree of organization that the pilgrimage 
had through several Christian churches until culminating in the prestigious Evangelical 
Seminary of Theology. For us it has been the best Pilgrimage and we wish to congratulate 
the organizers and the churches and the Seminary that welcomed us. Blessings from Jesus 
Christ,” he said.

The Ecumenical Resurrection Worship began remembering the nights of the soul and the world that had 
passed; fears, confinements, farewells, grief, illnesses, injustices, shortages, wars, silences... The song 
“All Ended in a Grave” interpreted by Yanike N. Hanson, from the International Christian Community 
and supported by the corporal expression of the group Danza Espiral, immersed those present in the 
mourning for the death of Jesus Christ; but reaffirming at the end that “the night of shadows is followed 
by a radiant dawn of light; because He died for us, and because of His resurrection, hope shines today.”

SET professor Orestes Roca Santana had the Invitation to Worship and the congregation sang the song “To 
You the Glory”, accompanied by the praise group formed by Harry Castillo, Angie Roca, Yordana Rodriguez, 
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Lisbeth Garcia, Dianelys Ortega and Elian Rufin. The Invocation Prayer was presented by Clara Luz Ajo, SET 
Vice rector, inviting us to celebrate the Resurrection together. Francisco Marrero Gutierrez, SET Chaplain, 
said that the Seminary welcomes with joy the diversity of creeds and confessions of those who came to 
congregate and opens its arms to embrace all Cubans who are suffering and waiting anywhere, here in our 
homeland or far from it. He continued his greeting and at the end expressed, “We tell you this good news; 
there is someone who is already working to free us from our fatigues and overloads; there is someone 
who works tirelessly for our salvation, the one who has risen never leaves us alone, that is the powerful 
message of Christian hope.”

The Song of the Word, Like a Fragile Breath, was sung alternately with the three biblical readings: Acts of 
the Apostles 10: 34, 37-43, read by Sister María del Carmen Barrios, Daughters of Charity; the letter of the 
Apostle Paul to the Colossians 3:1-4, read by Rev. Alexis Pedroso, of the Church of Christ; and the reading 
of the Gospel according to John 20: 1-9, read by laywoman Yordanys Martínez Dávalos, of the Church of 
Christ.

Elder Joel Ortega Dopico, president of the Council of Churches of Cuba, proclaimed the message “The 
Risen Christ is our peace”. He began by saying that, “God sent a message to the children of Israel 
announcing the gospel of peace through Jesus Christ, Lord of all,” and narrated his testimony when he 
visited the Neurodevelopment Center in Cardenas some years ago. There were some children in the 
center singing a refrain that they repeated over and over again: “Tomorrow, if the sun doesn’t rise, we will 
have to go and look for it.” These words stayed with Dopico and he said that, “Every Easter Sunday I think 
of those children and parents who repeated that refrain, the persistence and perseverance, the struggle 
for life and hope. That is Resurrection: Christ coming to a world that seemed lost, without hope, to seek 
and show hope, and peace.”

In his message he expressed that the resurrection is the announcement of the gospel 
of peace: to a world at war, God brings peace; to a world in hatred, God brings love; 
to a world full of divisions, God’s proposal is unity; to a world full of frustrations, God’s 
proposal is hope. Further on, he referred that we are witnesses of Jesus of Nazareth, 
who seeks from us our fidelity to forge peace, to forge well-being, affirming that a 
better day is possible; a better world is possible; a better church is possible, a better 
family is possible, better cities, better neighborhoods....

“Tomorrow if the sun does not rise,” he said, “we will have to look for it. Like the 
struggle and perseverance of Jesus, who spared nothing until he reached the cross and 
the cross raised him to glory. José Martí said ‘Man died on the cross one day, man must 

learn to die on the cross every day’ but also to learn to resurrect the human being every day. Rise every 
day, like that new sun that rises, Rise Cuba! Rise Church! Join hands so that this resurrection becomes a 
reality in our lives! So that our hearts are renewed hearts and our hands are renewed every morning to 
work the earth, to embrace, to love, to unite, to build, to raise and to build.

He also assures us in his message that the resurrection leads us to a new world, but that it begins in this 
one, it begins now and it begins with us. He recalls that Christ came and told his disciples peace to you. 
Those words came to take away the fear, the frustration; those words came to take away the sickness, 
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the pain. They come to take away the anguish of our hearts, they come to take away the loneliness, they 
come to take away everything that separates us from God and distances us from one another. That is the 
peace of the Risen One. And those words are also for us today, Cuban people, Cuban church. 

If tomorrow the sun does not rise,” he reiterates, “we will have to go and look for it; it is the expression 
of the conviction that we can, that it is possible. The resurrection of Jesus Christ opens a new door for 
humanity, a new hope, a new life in him. May God bless us on this resurrection morning and always. And 
may the gospel of peace, the gospel of love, the gospel of unity, the gospel that makes us rise with hope 
in the midst of every trial, be with our people, today and always and forever and ever, in the name of him 
who is above every name, Jesus Christ, the risen Lord, Alleluia!” he concluded.

After the message was concluded, the song New Civilization was sung, whose chorus affirmed that A new 
sun rises over the new civilization that is born today. A chain stronger than hate and death, we know, the 
way is love. The song gave way to intercessory prayer. Thanks, were expressed for bringing us together 
after two years that were like a long, dark night, but in which the light of God was never extinguished. 
At each petition it was affirmed and acclaimed that, In the Risen Christ is our peace! We prayed for the 
world and its problems. For our homeland, interceding for the family coexistence, migrations, distances 
and absences that separate it; for the youth, the elderly, the children; for those who carry the support 
of the home in the midst of so many uncertainties and difficulties; for those who suffer, the orphans, 
the imprisoned and the sick.  Gratitude was expressed for the fact that our besieged country managed 
to survive the pandemic thanks to the gifts and will of men and women. We prayed for those who have 
positions of responsibility in our country so that they may be able to guide our people with wisdom and 
integrity and serve them in their needs. Intercession was made for the Church so that it may accompany, 
listen, discern and be a prophetic voice that illuminates the daily walk of our people in the midst of fears, 
anxieties and challenges. Finally, we remembered the lives of those who are no longer with us because 
they have died. 

Rolando Lauzerique, Vicar General of the Diocese of Matanzas of the Roman Catholic Church led The 
Lord’s Prayer. The Hadassa Ballet group, directed by Naiví Martínez, continued the program, and through 
the song Sing Alleluia to the Lord expressed with their bodies the adoration to our Risen Lord. 

With the tune of the song Encuentro de Amor, all those present joined in a circle and in this dawn of 
resurrection, we praised with joy, and we felt that the day was flooded with God. Then, with the ringing of 
bells and the poem, we understood that our soul was dawning with smiles, looks and hallelujahs; but that 
it was also a dawning of the world, because the day that died yesterday, will always rise to live again and 
again, reminding us that after every death there is a resurrection. With all these feelings we listened with 
emotion to the blessing May the Lord give you his blessing, by Yanike N. Hanson and then, to conclude, 
Elder Ofelia Ortega Suarez, professor emeritus of SET, gave the final blessing.

This Ecumenical Resurrection Worship has a tradition of being celebrated in Matanzas, at the Seminary, in 
this same place, for more than 75 years and representatives of churches of different confessions always 
participate. This year it was sponsored by the Council of Churches of Cuba and prepared jointly by SET and 
Kairos Center. It was televised and broadcasted -for the second time- for all Cuba, on Easter Sunday night 
by the Educational Channel of the Cuban Television, in the Special Programming program.
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After the SET was founded, the bonds were tightened and an organic 
union was necessary to join the Christian educational work. A new 
stage, cash donations for the purchase of land together with the 
founding churches, curriculum design adapted to the denominational 
characteristics, and a lot of collaboration in activities and teachers 
were achievements of this period that laid the foundations for the 
longings of the evangelical community.

67 YEARS AFTER THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE 
CHAPEL “LA RESURRECCION”

There was a constant concern because there was no place for worship, essential for Christian practice.  
The Board of Directors of our Institution understood in 1948 as a primary objective to build its own place 
of prayer, although the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches of the city were normally used. For this 
purpose, a pro-chapel Central Committee was created and also a pro-seminary Cuban Fund.

During this five-year SET was very important; the hill 
was covered with the spring of hope that would envelop 
us all and would give us more strength to achieve 
the necessary work, that is, a place of adoration. The 
year 1955 was a year of blessings. The Seminary was 
immersed in a major construction process, what had 
been desired until then became a reality, our chapel. 
On April 9, 1955, His Illustrious Alexander Hugo 

everyone, workers and students concentrated on the work that would give the 
Seminary the possibility to worship God in its premises.

Blankingship, President of the Board of Directors of 
SET, laid the first stone of what would become the 
Resurrection Chapel; it was an ecumenical act full of 
inspiration. The construction process was arduous; 

The Reverend Raul Fernandez Ceballos, in his section “Evangelicals” of the newspaper El Mundo published 
on October 4, 1955:

The Resurrection Chapel is a memorial to all the pioneers of the Gospel in Cuba... the text of the plaque is: 
“Resurrection Chapel built by the Protestant Episcopal Church in memory of the pioneers of the Gospel in 
Cuba who began the work of the Episcopal, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in our homeland at the 
beginning of the century.
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The inauguration took place on Friday, December 16, 1955, with a program of adoration and thanksgiving, 
in its first service led by Dr. Humberto Carrazana Lazo, Vice President of the Board of Directors. The 
restored Certificate of Consecration is preserved in the chapel.

Historical Note by Professor Sonia Montes de Oca.
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