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1. BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL STUDIES IN MATANZAS

2. BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL TRAINING PROGRAM FOR THE LAITY  

Ciego de Avila group certificate delivery report

DEVELOPMENT OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Students meet again

During the first week of March, after a year and a half 
of virtual classes, the group of the Bachelor of Biblical-
Theological Studies program in Matanzas returned to 
the Seminary. On this occasion they took the subjects: 
Introduction to the Old Testament II, taught by Professor 
Francisco Marrero and Christian Education II by Professor 
Nelson Davila.

Angie Roca, a student of this program told us that, “This meeting was a time of learning and fraternization, 
in addition to the wisdom shared, the gazes that tried to embrace each other, that embrace that was so 
far away because of the distance, came back. It was a time to share experiences and reflect on how we 
have been church in our communities and for the people of Cuba in this difficult time,” he told us.

The vice-dean Marianela de la Paz Cot writes to us that on March 23, the group 
that concluded the course of the Biblical-Theological Training Program and the SET 
teaching board met at the Episcopal Church of San Lucas in Ciego de Avila.
“We gathered in a simple liturgy,” narrates the vice-dean, “where we praised God 
with hymns, we prayed and the Word was read. Yohanes Cobiellas was in charge of 
the meditation on the Gospel of Luke 9:28-36, reflecting on the challenges that the 
mission poses to us beyond the temptation that the disciples had on the mount of 
transfiguration, wanting to build three huts and stay there. What we experienced 
in the course, what we learned there should challenge us to come down from the 
mountain, to go to the mission, in that encounter means challenges that the road 
poses every day. Although the 23 students who finished their studies could not be present, a part of 
the group did. They belong to the denominations Fraternity of Baptist Churches, Episcopal, Evangelical 
Pentecostal, Evangelical Pentecostal “Assembly of God”, and Evangelical Pentecostal “Source of Missionary 
Salvation “. Dean Amos Lopez had the opportunity to greet the group and congratulate them on 
completing the course. He also presented the different programs of the Seminary and the possibility of 
continuing studies according to their interests.  
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“A very moving moment was when the group gave testimony about 
what this program had meant personally and for their leadership for 
their work in the communities in the midst of the COVID 19 pandemic. 
They expressed that they cared for each other and supported each 
other with medicines and phone calls; and accompanied each other 
in moments of deep sorrow for the loss of a loved one. In short, they 
lived diakonia: pastoral care and ecumenism in their daily lives. We 
thank God for these testimonies that make us value the relevance of 
the Biblical-Theological Training courses for the laity. As they said, they 
became better human beings; they deepened their experience of faith 
lived from an ecumenical environment and improved their work as 

leaders in the communities where they serve,” he said.

Historical note: According to the report of the first rector of SET, Rodriguez Hidalgo, in April 1946-1947 
SET started the Extension Courses for lay people in the city of Matanzas, with a duration of two hours per 
week, and in these first version twelve students were enrolled. 

This program ceased at different times and restarted again in the 1990s and has since been offered 
in several cities, among others: Pinar del Río, La Habana, Güines, Matanzas, Cárdenas, Los Arabos, 
Cienfuegos, Camajuaní, Caibarién, Sancti Spíritus, Morón, Ciego de Ávila, Camagüey, Las Tunas, Bayamo, 
Nuevitas, Holguín, Holguín-Retrete, Moa, Banes and Santiago de Cuba. 

 SET Narrative reports and Historical Archive.

3. MASTER’S DEGREE IN LITURGY

The following student presented her thesis project to the Chair of Practical Theology on March 2, 2007:

Student: Rocío Fernández Ruíz
CHRISTIAN CENTER OF REFLECTION AND DIALOG
Title: “ACCOMPANIMENT AND HEALING IN TIMES OF PANDEMIC. The liturgy 
within the virtual mode as a space for accompaniment and healing in times of 
pandemic”.
Supervisor: Dra. Marianela de la Paz Cot

Why do you choose this topic? “The expression of our faith through virtual 
spaces has gained strength in the time of confinement and pandemic. It urges 
us to review and reflect on some considerations of the use and abuse of new 
technologies, as well as the inclusion of the liturgical celebration practice, from 
the virtual imaginaries. Reviewing in the virtual space the structure of services 
and the liturgical celebration space, considering what is most important and what 
should be dispensed with in the virtual celebration practice.
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Certainly this time has prompted the church to make important readjustments in its celebrations, 
giving a primordial place to the individual and its internal processes; rescuing the domestic space as 
the central celebratory axis where the various dimensions of the human and the symbolic-spiritual 
meanings of our faith converge; visualizing also “the house” as a space of salvation, healing, restoration 
and transformation. For this, it will be transcendental to visualize what happens in the houses as a place 
of ecclesial life and as a seed that grows in the meetings of life and community, taking into account the 
symbolic structure of intimacy, the daily life of the home and the spirituality of each human being. Now 
more than ever we need a believer as an active subject of his own theological and faith construction; 
a protagonist of his history, who, in the midst of so much noise, listens to and manages to discern the 
signs of the times; being an active entity in the resolution of his emotional dynamics/conflicts; knowing 
themselves to propitiate spaces of self-reflection, contextual self-criticism, and transformation of each 
other”. 

4. MASTER’S DEGREE IN THEOLOGY

The following student presented his thesis project:

Student: Felipe Andrés Lira Díaz
7TH DAY ADVENTISTS CHURCH
Title: “Homiletic Resources to Achieve a Better Understanding of Preaching in the Membership of the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church in Havana”.
Supervisor: Dr. Amós López Rubio

Why did you choose this topic? “There are two main reasons why I wanted to do my thesis on homiletic 
resources to achieve a greater understanding of the message: first, there was no material or study based 
on the term “understanding” when teaching homiletics; and second, the richness of the parishioner’s 
opinion, which is more than essential to carry out the sermon. By conducting a questionnaire, it was 
possible to confirm and take into account aspects that are not visible by preaching alone. That opinion 
enriches the preacher and makes this thesis a very edifying study.”

SET MANAGEMENT MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

The following is a list of the meetings and videoconferences held during the month of March 2022:

The Symposium Theology and Pastoral: A church that renews its mission in 
times of pandemic was held at the Casa Sacerdotal del Vedado, Havana, with 
presentations by the Seminary professors: Amós López, Reinerio Arce and 
Carlos E. Ham.

March 9-10
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The Rector participated in a zoom meeting with the Faculty of the University 
of Heidelberg, Germany, to coordinate the writing of the book on “Diakonia 
International”.

Carlos E. Ham participates in a zoom meeting to plan the Latin American 
regional meeting of the Global Christian Forum.

The SET direction made a presentation via zoom, in the meeting with the 
direction of the Living Waters for the World (LWW) project. A Foundation 
originated by the Synod of Living Waters of the Presbyterian Church of the USA, 
on the occasion of the celebration of the International Water Day.

The SET leadership held a meeting via zoom with the U.S.-Cuba Presbyterian 
Partnership Network (CPN).

The SET management held a meeting via zoom with the rectors of Qonakuy, 
which is a network of more than 15 Protestant and Evangelical Higher Education 
Institutions focused on sustainable development in different countries of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, recognized as such by their own States. The name 
Qonakuy means in Quechua language “I bring the best of me to meet you”.

Carlos E. Ham participated in the event to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
Department of Socio-religious Studies of the Center for Psychological and Sociological 
Research at the Provincial Center of Plastic Arts and Design, Havana.

The Rector participated virtually in the Extraordinary General Assembly of the 
Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI).

Reverend John Potter and his wife Neta, both pastors of the Presbyterian 
Church in New Jersey, USA, visited SET. They have maintained fraternal relations 
with SET and the Presbyterian Church of Placetas for more than ten years.

Zoom meeting with Bryan Beck, treasurer of the U.S.-Cuba Presbyterian 
Partnership Network and Christie Neufeldt, coordinator for Latin America and 
the Caribbean of the United Church of Canada, to discuss tripartite working 
relationships.

SET and the Graduate Theology Foundation (GTF) held a meeting on March 15 at the Presbyterian-
Reformed Church of Luyanó, Havana, to exchange experiences on the Doctor of Philosophy program in 
the area of Theology. Members of the SET Faculty, representatives of the GTF, the rector Paul Kirbas and 

March 17

March 22

March 22

March 23

March 23

March 24

March 25-26

March 29

March 31

SET AND GTF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET WITH 
DOCTORAL STUDENTS
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the Hispanic director Jorge R. Colon and the doctoral students of the program took part in the meeting to 
know the state of their research. Some students will defend their theses in the summer and in December.  
The moment was opportune to officially present the Doctor of Philosophy degree to Pastor Dr. Daniel 
Izquierdo Hernandez.

On the evening of March 15, Father Jorge R. Colón presented the conference The 
Concept of God and revelation of God in Christ at the “Nize Fernández” Hall.   

He stated, “Jesus Christ spoke of God with a familiarity and freshness of 
expression as one who had personal knowledge.  Frequently, we see Jesus who 
withdraws alone to pray and spends the whole night in communion with God, as 
his Father.  He has human awareness of being the Son of God, and speaks to us 
of a God who is compassionate, gracious and merciful, who knows our needs and 
loves us with committed love.

CONFERENCE ON SET: “CONCEPT OF GOD AND 
REVELATION OF GOD IN CHRIST”.

“Jesus Christ is the full revelation of God, for it is through Him that we know that our God is Triune: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  Through Him we have access to God, and it is through the Holy Spirit, whom He 
sends with the Father upon His faithful, that we receive the revelation of God.  This message of salvation 
has an importance for Cuba, a land that needs a word of hope. Cuba receives the preaching of Jesus, as a 
proclamation of the kingdom of justice, truth, peace and fraternity”, he concluded.

On March 2, the time of Lent began according to the Liturgical Calendar by celebrating Ash Wednesday in 
the chapel of “La Resurrección”. Professor Gilberto Caballero presented the prayers and the reflection was 
presented by the chaplain and professor Francisco Marrero. He exhorted everyone to review our actions 
and authentically celebrate this time with a reflective spirit of repentance. At the end Caballero imposed 
on those present the ashes according to the Anglican rite.

ASH WEDNESDAY
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On March 8, SET remembered the International Women’s Day 
with a simple ceremony. The women present were blessed and 
the power and tenderness, courage, solidarity they transmit 
and the desire to persistently believe in the promises of a better 
world.

We gratefully received the donation of supplies and medicines from our friends, the Canadian Reverend 
Chris Levan of Cubability, an organization in solidarity with our country, and Puerto Rican Father Jorge 
Colón of the Graduate Theology Foundation. These were delivered on March 18 to the head of the 
accounting department and to the director of the hospital, Dr. José Modesto Hernández Hernánez, who 
expressed his gratitude for the delivery of these much-needed resources and the gesture of solidarity of 
these brothers.

DONATION TO THE “ELISEO NOEL CAAMAÑO” PEDIATRIC 
HOSPITAL OF MATANZAS

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

INTERVIEW TO FATHER JORGE R. COLÓN 

In March we received a visit from Father Jorge R. Colón, a priest of the Roman Catholic Church and 
coordinator for Cuba of the Doctor of Philosophy program in the area of Theology of the GTF. Dr. Colón 
kindly agreed to the following interview:

“When I finished my years of priestly formation in the seminary in the United States of America in 1977, 
I was appointed to go to Rome to obtain a doctorate in theology and teach at the same seminary.  On 
the way to Rome I had to study Italian and German, because they were languages necessary for doctoral 
university training.  Then I studied French and Portuguese. In 1982 I began teaching at the International 
Redemptorist Theologate in Tlalpizahuac, Mexico and at Mount Saint Alphonsus Seminary in New York. I 
taught dogmatic theology and spirituality courses in Spanish and English. It has been 40 years since then.
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The Theological Conference was held on March 29 and 30 with the purpose 
of working on a very current topic: The role of theological formation for the 
pastoral with families, with the participation of students, SET professors and 
guests. 

The first session, moderated by Vice Rector Clara Luz Ajo started with the 
opening devotional by Jesus Martinez and the introductory words to the 
program by Vice Dean Reinerio Arce, from the coordinating team of the 
program. Patricia Arés, professor of the University of Havana, then placed the 
theme of the conference in the Cuban context, presenting the keynote lecture 

THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 2022

“My relationship with Cuba began many years ago, with the first people who came to Puerto Rico in the 
early 1960s.  But my first formal visit to Cuba was in 1996, to participate in the First International Meeting 
of Socio-Religious Studies, sponsored by the Center for Psychological and Sociological Research of Cuba 
(CIPS).  Since then, I have tried to return every three years for such meetings.  Then I was on mission as a 
Redemptorist priest in Cienfuegos during Christmas 1997 and the summer of 1998.  Among the people I 
met were Adolfo Ham and his son Carlos Emilio Ham, with whom I explored the possibility of a theological 
exchange between the Evangelical Theological Seminary of Matanzas and a US university, for which I was 
already working: Graduate Theological Foundation (GTF).  In 2016, in the context of another meeting on 
religious sociology, I visited Matanzas and we laid the groundwork for that future cooperation. In January 
2018 the PhD program in Theological Studies with Ph.D. sponsored by SET and GTF started to be offered.

“The years 2015 and 2016 were especially favorable for this project, because diplomatic relations had 
been reestablished between the U.S. There was an explosion of enthusiasm to get to know Cuba on a 
cultural, touristic, economic and many other aspects.  The leadership of the GTF, at that time represented 
by Dr. John Morgan, the first president of that institution, asked me to be in charge of establishing the link 
with the SET authorities.  The rest is history.  We have already finished the doctoral courses for the Ph.D., 
and several candidates are preparing their theses for academic defense.  In addition, we have started 
another doctoral program, the Doctorate in Ministry, which opened its courses in November 2021, in the 
middle of the pandemic, through virtual means.  We hope that, as the pandemic issue subsides, we will be 
able to continue in April 2022 with the next block of courses for the Doctor in Ministry.

“We chose Cuba, among other possible Latin American countries, because we believe in SET and in its 
mission and strength in the theological field.  Joining efforts with SET, the GTF is committed to higher 
theological education in Cuba and, we hope, through Cuba in the rest of Latin America,” he concluded.
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Cuban families today and elements of the Family Code, urging to reflect on the importance of the different 
classifications of family, pointing out the importance of pastoral counseling in churches and communities. 
This topic was widely discussed in the plenary.

The opening devotional on Wednesday morning was facilitated by Professor Daniel Montoya. Then began 
the second session moderated by Professor Ary Fernandez, who presented the panel from the biblical 
perspective: Is there a family model in the Bible? Biblical theological analysis, by SET professors Francisco 
Marrero and Orestes Roca, who went through the Old and New Testament, respectively. The presentation 
excelled for the methodology and the wide information presented, very useful to understand the topic of 
the families mentioned in the biblical texts. 

Professor Dora Arce moderated the third session. The panel was integrated by SET some students: 
Anays Noda -a graduate- who characterized her congregation, identified and faced the needs of pastoral 
accompaniment of these families in her community. The other panelist Glenda Martinez shared 
some testimonies from her experience in working with young people. Then she mentioned some of 
the challenges we have as a church in working with families and the need to establish educational 
guidelines that advocate for justice, equity and wholeness, from Jesus’ ethics of inclusion. The student 
Jorge Gonzalez presented his life testimony: the obstacles and achievements he faced as a Christian 
participating in the active life of the church. After questions and discussion in plenary, the session 
concluded.

The fourth session was moderated by Professor Nelson Dávila, who 
presented the panel Theological education for a pastoral for families 
by Professors Marianela de la Paz, Ofelia Ortega and Sarahí García. 
This important panel summarized the objectives of the day pointing 
towards the role of theological formation directed to the pastoral 
with families. Plenary questions and discussion concluded the session. 

The fifth session was moderated by Professor Reinerio Arce in plenary. The ideas and guidelines to be 
included in the curricular design of a pastoral for families were discussed and expressed. At the end of this 
session, the closing devotional was held and the Rector was in charge of the words that concluded the 
Theological Conference 2022.

IN MEMORY OF RENE CASTELLANOS

René Castellanos Morente (Cárdenas, 1914-Matanzas, 2012) pedagogue, psychologist and pastor of the 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba went to the presence of the Lord on March 21, ten years ago. He 
held a PhD in Philosophy and Letters from the University of Havana and a Master’s Degree in Theology 
from SET. He also studied Psychology Applied to Education at Columbia University, New York. For years, 
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he worked as a teacher -as well as in other important managerial positions- at the Presbyterian School La 
Progresiva, in Cardenas, and for more than four decades at the Seminary, where he taught, among other 
subjects, Psychology, Greek, Hebrew, Latin and Biblical Exegesis. He is the author of Hacia ti contigo y otros 
poemas (2008), and Una aventura hecha palabras (2014), as well as several notebooks on folkloric dance 
and numerous articles of theological, biblical and pastoral content. 

So many things we could say about this man who was a gift from God to every person who knew him! 
Ten years after his departure we miss him, for his joie de vivre, his good sense of humor, his multiple 
knowledge shared, for calling -when necessary- a spade a spade, for sharing his clothes and food with 
those in need, for molding us and teaching us the values of justice and human dignity. But, above all, 
for his wisdom and for knowing how to listen to and accept all living beings as the supreme work of the 
Creator, and for humbly giving timely advice to those who asked for it.

There are people that God places in our lives as true angels and when they leave, they do not really leave 
us; rather, they return to the place from which they came. We cannot complain when God lent us this 
angel for 97 years.

The Maestro will continue to fill with his spirit our hearts and every space of the Seminary with his love, 
his faith and his hope; with the certainty that now he will be teaching the angels to dance his eternal 
dance.

We remember him with his poem referring to what he called “the great leap to eternity”.

SONNET TO MYSELF IN FRONT OF YOU

René, you know well that at ninety years of age
There are still projects on the way.
Dreaming and sharing; even more:
Exploring, listening, serving without counting

Loving without hesitation, yes, as your heart
Feels the vibration of the day:
Whether there is a beautiful sun, peace and harmony
Or a risky and stormy night

But hope then for another morning:
Eternal project of abundant life,
Francisco called it “brother death”

Theresa asked for the “hidden death”
“And you, Rene?” Lord, I just continue
Being definitely with you.
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