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SECOND TERM OF 2021-2022 ACADEMIC COURSE BEGINS

Dean Amos Lopez offers information about the beginning of the second term of 2021-
2022 academic course. In consultation with faculty, they have suggested alternatives 
that enrich our work system as a Seminary in these difficult times.

Taking into account the life conditions of students as well as the sanitary conditions of 
the country, it is imperative that we continue working in implementing and perfecting 
distance courses. Since cases of Covid-10 have increased due to the omicron variant 
in the country, new challenges are posed for our community as to the continuity and 
maintenance of our syllabuses in the Seminary.
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These are some of the academic courses:

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY PROGRAM

First year
For various reasons, three of the students enrolled in this program were unable to continue the course, 
leaving three students, two at the Matanzas site in the on-site modality and one student in Santiago de 
Cuba who will be taking the courses using digital platforms in the off-site modality.

The SET Direction decided to continue working with this group with the current characteristics in order to 
“save” this year and preserve the students. The following is a list of these characteristics:

Subject     Professor
History of the Church II   Carlos Molina Rodríguez
Universal Culture    Sonia Montes de Oca Castellanos
English for Theology I    Adiel González Maimó
Gender and Other Identities   Dora Arce Valentín
Writing     Mailé Vázquez Ávila
Philosophy II     Néstor Sánchez
Spiritual Formation    Orestes Roca Santana

Fourth Year 
The 4th Year group will have a semester loaded with four subjects and preparation for their grade exams. 
The following is a list of the subjects:

Subject     Professor
English for Theology II    Adiel González Maimó
Gender and Other Identities   Dora Arce Valentín
History of the Church II                                 Amos López 
Exegetical Methods                                            Francisco Marrero

BACCALAUREATE IN BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

The Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical-Theological Studies (BDBTS) continues to operate in the three campuses, 
combining virtual and face-to-face modalities.

Holguin Campus
The BDBTS group in Holguin started several courses at the end of January:

Subject     Professor
History of the Church    Gil Fat Yero
Philosophy      Deneb González. 
Christian Thought II    Gil Fat Yero
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Havana Campus
The BDBTS group in Havana begins in February the following courses:

Subject     Professor
Christian Education I    Nelson Dávila Rodríguez
Introduction to New Testament I  Kirenia Criado Pérez 

Matanzas Campus
The BDBTS group in Matanzas is taking the following courses:

Subject     Professor
Introduction to New Testament II  Francisco Marrero Gutiérrez
Christian Education II    Nelson Dávila Rodríguez

BACCALAUREATE IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM

The program is advancing in its curricular phase and is concluding the Christian Thought II course taught 
by Professor Gilberto Caballero Elizalde.

The next module will combine the face-to-face and virtual modality.

MASTER IN THEOLOGY PROGRAM 

The program develops the following course in virtual modality: Decolonial Thought and Theology by 
Professor Ary Fernández. Thesis pre-defense is being programmed for this semester.

MASTER IN LITURGY PROGRAM 

Students are progressing in the completion of their thesis projects. Some thesis pre-defenses are planned 
for the semester.

DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN COORDINATION WITH THE GRADUATE 
THEOLOGY FOUNDATION (GTF):

Doctorate in Philosophy in the Theology area

Students are researching for the completion of their degree thesis.
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Doctorate in Ministry

This program is progressing in the teaching phase. The following courses are scheduled for April and May:

Schemes [models] of ecclesial and ministerial organization [understanding and evaluation of the 
different models or schemes of ecclesial and ministerial organization: configurations, dynamics, 
strengths, difficulties, potentialities, etc.
Professor: Ramón Meléndez (Puerto Rico)

Fundamentals of strategic planning and administrative management (general theoretical elements). 
Professor: Amós López Rubio and GTF professor.

PROGRAM OF THE HIGHER ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE FOR SCIENCES OF 
RELIGIONS (ISECRE)

The ISECRE program continues to offer courses in the virtual modality. The following is a list of the courses 
per year:

First Year 

Subject     Professor
Science and Religion II   Eduardo Francisco Casanova Cabeza
Psychology     Aurora García Morey
History of Philosophy II   Maximiliano Trujillo Lemes 
History of Religions I    Vivian Sabater Palenzuela
History of Ancient Culture   Yaima Gil Poutou 
Ethics       Joaquín Bernardo Santana Castillo

Second Year 

Subject     Professor
Art and Religion II     Lázara Menéndez Vázquez 
Cultural Anthropology    Joaquín Bernardo Santana Castillo
Literatura and Religiosity    Leonardo Sarria Muzio 
Judaism      Néstor Sánchez Moreira
Eastern Religions     Iván González Tassé
Islamism     Jorge Elías Gil Viant
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Third Year 

Subject     Professor
Christianity II      Amós López Rubio
Sociology of Religion II    Ofelia Pérez Cruz
Religion and Ecology     Daylins Rufín Pardo
Religion and Transculturation II   Lázara Menéndez Vázquez
Research Methodology    Ileana Domínguez García
Indo American Spiritualities    Luis Carlos Marrero Chasbar

Cuarto año

During this semester the students will be preparing for the integrated exam or presentation of the thesis.

CIC ASSEMBLY AT SET

The 50th General Assembly of the Council of Churches of Cuba (CIC) was held 
at SET from February 20-21. It was an occasion for the leaders of the Cuban 
ecumenical movement to meet again after two years in which the pandemic 
limited the possibility of maintaining close contact. During the work sessions, the 
liturgical moments -prepared and conducted by the Kairos Center team- provided 
spaces full of spirituality and of feeling the presence of God, in the midst of a 
diverse group of brothers and sisters from about 20 denominations and 13 centers 
of Christian inspiration. The different program areas also presented their reports, which were included in 
the president’s report. 

On the day dedicated to the elections, the new board of 
directors was appointed for the next period of work: Joel Ortega 
Dopico as president; Aleida Palacios Cuní, vice-president; 
María Yi Reina, secretary of minutes; and Eris Figueroa Adam 
as treasurer. In addition, the work done by the outgoing board 
of directors was recognized, who in the midst of a complicated 
social and ecclesial context, were able to continue with the 
mission of service and accompaniment of the CIC.

We pray with the assurance that God will accompany them in the work of the organization for the ecumenical 
mission in our country.

(Source: Council of Churches of Cuba)



6

Evangelical Theology Seminary 

MEMORIES OF THE PANDEMIC

Interview

Theologian Daylíns Rufín Pardo, SET professor, writer and leader of the Network of 
Women of Faith for Non-Violence and Equity, together with the coordinating team 
has allowed us to reflect through this network on different topics from the women’s 
perspective, feeding our spirituality with prayers, meditations, workshops and 
conferences. These are Daylíns’ words for the Acontecer Newsletter:                         

“The Network of Women of Faith for Nonviolence and Equity is constituted by women 
of Christian faith who advocate for a world without violence and with fair gender 
relations. The network is part of the initiatives of the Area of Ecumenical Articulation, 
Faith and Society of the “Oscar Arnulfo Romero” Center (COAR) of Cuba and echoes 

the issues that have been part of the commitment and contribution of this Center in the last 20 years.

The experience of working from COAR was the basis and origin of this initiative. There are other spaces 
in the country that work on gender issues, some include people of faith in their calls, but there was a 
demand for grouping together from that place of construction of the Christian experience. The women 
themselves expressed this need and this is one of the features that distinguishes us.

At the beginning of the pandemic period, we decided to manage the articulation of the 
Network through a WhatsApp group. Two years ago, on January 13, 2020, we created the 
group, which we called “the common home of all” because the mystique that moves the 
whole dynamic of relationship starts from there: we are sisters living in a virtual house. 
We are different, we have different ways of seeing God and a diversity of thought that, 
however, does not compromise the generic values of the group, namely, the culture of 
peace and dialogue (Nonviolence); justice to include us according to our gifts and the 
freedom to put them to work for the group and what happens there (Equity, meaning 
equal opportunities); and last but not least, our Faith in the God of Life and in His Love 
and Mercy.

In coherence with these values, we have a coordinating team composed of four women from different 
Christian denominations: Glenda Martínez Cabrera (Presbyterian); Yamilka Hernández Guzmán (Lutheran); 
Mailé Vázquez Ávila (Quaker) and myself. In our house we go in and out, we talk about everything, we 
share common news, family photos: it is a celebration and communion of life. Sister Raquel Suarez has 
described this as, “here we live like in an eternal sleepover” and Sister Tania Petersson abounded, “in this 
house we all put on each other’s flip-flops.” I think these words describe better than anything I could say 
what this network means to all of us.

In addition to this charismatic, spontaneous, daily dynamic, there are formally instituted internal spaces 
in the virtual house for sharing, reflecting and celebrating together. We have named them among all 
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of us, sometimes by vote, and they are the following: COFFEE WITH T...: our virtual get-together. An 
open conversation with one or more specialists on a given topic to share diverse views, feelings and 
multiple approaches to a particular subject. Its main objective is to approach a plural and contextual idea 
(diagnosis) about the given topic and to contribute questions and certainties about it. INTERNAL FORUM: 
the forums are a conference or thematic exposition conducted by a specialist. She does not have to be 

part of the network, sometimes it is a woman who is invited. Its dynamics is informative-
formative. Its objective is to obtain theoretical tools with which to thread and build 
knowledge on a particular topic. It includes sharing of materials and inputs to deepen 
individually and /or collectively. LIVING FLAME: the bonfire is the space of spirituality. 
A time to share music, prayers, poetry and more around the flame of God’s Love that 
brings us together as Women of Faith. WILD FAITH: It is our “secular” playful time. That 
day we open the house to share videos, audios, lyrics and songs that marked our lives. It 
is a space for remembrance.

This is how we live, serve and move forward together. May the Ruah guide us and 
continue to make our network a house of open doors.
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