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Since March 2020, our nation and the world has lived very complex months because of the scourge 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, by God’s grace we have been able to go forward looking 

for different alternatives to continue with our teaching, administrative and service work. We are 

inspired by biblical promises such as this: Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in 

the Lord. (1 Co 15:58) 

 

In consultation with Elder Edelberto Valdés, President of the Directive Board, SET Direction 

stopped all academic activities in the last semester of course 2019-2020. It was decided that the 

course would be resumed in September and the final exams and presentations of theses would be 

done in November and December. Likewise, three graduation ceremonies would be celebrated: on 

December 9 at the Quaker Friends Church in Holguin; on December 16 in the central campus in 

Matanzas; and on December 19 at the First Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Havana.  

 

GRADUATION IN HOLGUIN 

 

Baccalaureate in Biblical-Theological Studies Program 

 

The graduation ceremony of the Baccalaureate in Biblical-Theological Studies Program took place 

in Holguin at the Quaker Friends Church Los Amigos on December 9 2020. Nineteen students 

culminated their studies with deep gratitude to the Lord as well as to SET for their significant 

experience. Pastor María Yi, Secretary of the SET Directive Board and Dean Amos López presided 



over the ceremony and handed over the Degrees to students. The baccalaureate speech was 

delivered by Rev. Ernesto Bazan, Pastor of the Fraternity of Baptist Churches in Holguin.  

 

In this graduation there were six students from the Pastoral of Disabled People of the Council of 

Churches of Cuba. This campus received these students with love and care, so that access to the 

facilities of this venue they would not have any barriers or dangers. One of these students, Carlos 

Augusto Pillot, presented the gratitude speech on behalf of students. He stated that having obtained 

the Bachelor Degree in Biblical-Theological Studies was a dream that came true for him. 

Moreover, it was special for a disabled person to find a theological institution interested in 

assuming the challenge of training disabled people. It was a goal he had cherished. He concluded 

his speech affirming that it had been a privilege to participate and learn from the excellence of 

professors. “Now I feel committed to transmit the knowledge received in the faith community and 

put this knowledge at the service of the ministries which the Lord calls us. Besides, I encourage 

other disabled people to be trained and to acquire theological knowledge.” 

 

The following students achieved the Degree in Biblical-Theological Studies: 

Yoelsy Bustamante Quintana, Javier Calzado Barrientos, Leonardo Céspedes Nápoles, 

Leyanis Cigarreta Alvarado, Yenny Yunay Figueredo Pérez, Danilo Manuel Fuentes Ramos, 

Yudorky Hernández Ávila, Reynier Jiménez Guerra, Lianet Yanet Leyva González, Marieta 

Machado Batista, Rosa Aurora Martínez Díaz, Liz Marien Nieves Tillán, Cecilia de la 

Caridad Pérez del Risco, Yunisleidy Pérez Ricardo, Carlos Augusto Pillot Díaz, Roiner 

Ramírez Arias, Ricardo Manuel Ramírez Rivero, Risela Miguelina Sánchez Perodín and 

Yuney Sierra López.  

 

These graduates came from the following churches: Fraternity of Baptist Churches (2); Quaker 

Friends Church (3); Pentecostal Sanctity Church (6); Orthodox Church of God (1); Pastoral of 

People with Disabilities-CCC (6); Christian Center of Service and Training “B.G. Lavastida” (1). 

 

MATANZAS 

On October 20 and December 8-9 students took their final exams and presented their degree theses 

at the SET central campus. 

  

Baccalaureate in Theology Program 

 

 The students who passed their exams and presented their theses successfully are: 

 

Student: Adrián León  

Thesis: The use of Cuban Music in Eucharistic Liturgical Songs of the Episcopal Church of 

Cuba during the period from 1960 to 1982. Its Importance for the Formation of an Identity 

and for the Development of the Mission of the Cuban Episcopal Church  

 

Student: Roxana González  

Thesis: Reconciliation as an Ecclesial Practice: The Quaker Experience  

 



Student: Fernando José López  

Thesis: Ecclesiological Implications of the Trinity Doctrine for the Presbyterian-Reformed 

Church in Cuba  

 

Different end of term activities took place on December 14 to 16 as well as to celebrate Christmas: 

 

Community Banquet 

Chaplain Francisco Marrero said grace to begin lunch at the banquet for the 

Christmas festivities on Monday, December 14. Among participants there 

were the graduates and their resident families, SET professors, workers and 

the community. 

 

Directive Board Meeting 

 

The ordinary meeting of the Directive Bard was held on Tuesday, December 15 at 10:00 a.m. 

During the meeting the names of the students to be graduated (see above) were analyzed and 

approved. 

 

 Certificates for Participants of Two SET Programs 

 

Participants in the Cuban School of Diacony and Sunday School Teacher Training 

SET programs received their certificates after having culminated their studies. The 

activity took place on Tuesday, December 15 in the afternoon and the graduation 

speech was delivered by Elder Sarahí García.  

 

The Dean introduced the participants in these programs to the Rector and the 

President of the Directive Bard.  

 

 

 

Presiding over and handing in the certificates were SET President 

Carlos Emilio Ham; Elina Ceballos from the Diacony Area of the 

Cuban Council of Churches (CCC) and Yordanys Martínez from the 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Center, representatives of the 

sponsor institutions of the Cuban Diacony School. 

 

The student participants who received their School of Diacony Program certificates were: 

 

Anabel Cervantes Reyna, Zahira Arroyo Álvarez, Esther Manrique 

Arango, Lilian Juana Domínguez Tamayo, Vivian Cristina Rojas Ávila, 

Roder Gutiérrez Noya, Irene Batista Félix and Ariel Martínez Chorot. 

 



They belonged to the following churches and ecumenical center: Presbyterian-Reformed Church 

in Cuba (1); Fraternity of Baptist Churches (4); Church of Christ (1); Metropolitan Community 

Church (1); and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Center (1). 

 

On behalf of participants in the program, Esther Manrrique expressed their gratitude for 

participating in the program. 

 

Presiding over the activity to hand in certificates to participants in the 

Sunday School Teachers Training Program was Edelberto Juan Valdés, 

President of the Directive Board; Clara Luz Ajo,  Vice rector and 

Nelson Dávila, coordinating Professor.  

 

 

Participants who received their certificates were: 

María del Carmen Abreu Suárez, Elizabeth Alfonso Benítez, Irene 

Batista Félix, Milagros Caridad Casero Lezcay, Kim Christman, 

Yulexis Duarte García, Mariela Falcón Noda, María del Carmen 

González Morejón, Oglys Isaac Benítez, Aliosky Lázaro La Fe 

Santander, Martha Lim Kim, Yanelis Méndez Machado, Ana Virgen 

Morales Isaac, Remberto Ortiz López, Yaima Pérez Fernández, Dayamí Ramos Manrique, 

Anelkys Reyes Domínguez and Lázaro Zamora Bello. 

 

They came from the following churches and institutions: Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba 

(6); Fraternity of Baptist Churches (4); Church of Christ (1); Free Evangelical Church (2); 

Pentecostal Church Sovereign Grace (4) and Baptist Church of the USA (1). 

 

Martha Lim Kim offered the gratitude speech on behalf of the students. 

 

Next, Edelberto Valdés, President of the Directive Board gave the final words to graduates and 

Professor Gilberto Caballero gave the apostolic blessing to conclude the activity. 

 

Sixty Fifth Graduation Ceremony and Thanksgiving Service  

 

On December 16, 10:00 a.m. the ceremony for the 65th graduation began at La 

Resurreccion Chapel with the SET Hymn God of Grace, God of Glory and the 

parade of banners, graduates and faculty. Chaplain Professor Francisco Marrero 

presented the invocation prayer. Next Rector Carlos E. Ham 

saluted the audience, leaders of Christian Churches and 

ecumenical movements as well as family and friends of the 

graduates. 

 

 



The Graduation and thanksgiving speech was presented by Her Grace María Griselda 

Delgado del Carpio, Diocesan Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Cuba and Vice 

president of the SET Directive Board.   

 

 

 

Professor Marianela de la Paz expressed their gratitude to the Lord with the 

thanksgiving litany for the culmination of the course. She also thanked all the 

institutions that collaborated with SET especially in this trying year for all 

humanity, but in which God’s presence was felt because He walked with us. 

Edelberto Valdés, President of the Directive Board presented the staff for the 2020-

2023 periods: Professor Amós López Rubio, Dean; Prof. Reinerio Miguel Arce as 

the Vice Dean for Sciences of Religions program; and Professor Marianela de la Paz, Vice Dean 

for the Biblical-Theological Training program.  

 

The Dean introduced the Baccalaureate in Theology graduates to the SET President and the 

Directive Board President. Both presidents handed over the academic degrees and Bibles to the 

graduates as a present from the Biblical Commission of CCC. 

  

The graduates: 

Yordanis Oscar Acosta Porta, Leandro Cardona Ceiro, 

Mariela Ramona Castro Tamayo, Yohanes Cobiellas 

Toledo, Roxana González Batista, Adrián León Díaz, 

Fernando José López Machado, Sarahí Mahe Couso 

Fernández, Juan Carlos Diez Moreira, Gil Fat Yero, 

Bárbaro Roberto Faya Amaro, Dámaris González Naranjo, 

Adriana Guerrero Enríquez, Reile Elier Marrero Ruíz, 

Dianet de la Caridad Martínez Valdés, Luis Lázaro Méndez Oquendo, Raimelys Morales 

Lima, Lianne Navarro Hernández y María Greysis Suárez Márquez 

 

The 19 graduates come from the following churches: Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba (6); 

Episcopal Church in Cuba (9); Fraternity of Baptist Churches in Cuba (3); Quaker Friends Church 

(1). 

 

Graduate Adrián León offered the gratitude speech on behalf of the resident 

graduates. He said, “We have been trained academically and spiritually here to 

collaborate more efficiently with the mission of God. Likewise, we have learned to 

live in community despite our differences, searching for that which unites us and not 

for that which separates us.  

 

We thank God in the first place for having called us for this vocation; for feeling His 

presence at all time. We thank the professors for their dedication and devotion to train us to be 

better individuals in the service of the people. We learned to reflect critically; to establish 

connections and to share what we had learned with our communities.  We also thank the workers 



for all the efforts for spoiling us to make our stay here more pleasant. Now that we are ready to go 

out there to serve new communities in the midst of a challenging and changing context, a deeper 

sense of commitment and devotion is demanded from us. We represent the church that 

accompanies its people bearing a message of encouragement, hope and strength. Undoubtedly, we 

carry in our hearts what we have learned during all this time to carry out the mission to which we 

have been called. May God bless us all.”  

 

On behalf of the semi-resident graduates, Sarahí Mahe Couso, from the Fraternity 

of Baptist Churches in Cuba, offered the gratitude speech. She said, “The road has 

brought us to his point. A path of dreams and illusions, encounters and 

disagreements, shared vigil and hopes. A path that has made a community out of us; 

a community of friends, a community of faith; we are all part of a community-home 

and it hurts when someone is missing. The walking is enriched by the diversity of 

our experiences, of our praxis and spiritualty. Walking becomes lighter with affections, empathy, 

care, respect, and support of the family and of the faith community. The path challenges us to be 

coherent with what we have learned; to participate, to transform, and to be committed to the new 

realities. All of this moves us to thank God for his infinite mercy and care; to thank the 

administrative and service personnel; the faculty of this prestigious institution that has allowed us 

to get this far. Our words are not enough to express our gratitude. Thank you all.” 

 

SET President Carlos E. Ham and Directive Board President Edelberto 

Valdés, both expressed their gratitude for the excellent work done by Dean 

Prof. Orestes Roca during the 2017-2020 periods and to sister Odette Juana 

Naranjo who worked as the Secretary of the Directive Board for over 17 

years. 

 

They also expressed gratitude for the life and teaching ministry of Professor José O. Garrido 

Catalá, who is now in the presence of the Lord. He had been linked to SET since 1961 when he 

entered as a student from the Methodist Church. He obtained the Bachelor in Theology degree in 

1965. He continued working in the Seminary as a Full Professor of History of the Church until 

1982; he came back to work again in 1989 until 2002. He obtained the degree of Master in 

Theology at SET in 1981 after having studied in Mexico and Chile. Reverend Garrido conducted 

research at SET, which has become a primary source of reference for the study of evangelical 

churches in Matanzas and in Cuba, as well as an approach to the history of SET. His methodology 

of participatory research work encouraged students to deepen their knowledge about the History 

of the Church.  

 

The final speech was given by SET President and the President of the 

Directive Board offered the apostolic blessing. The exiting parade of 

graduates and faculty closed the 65th graduation in Matanzas.  

 

 

 

GRADUATION IN HAVANA 



 

On Saturday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m. the graduation ceremony of the Higher Ecumenical 

Institute of Sciences of Religions Dr. Rafael Cepeda Clemente (ISECRE by its acronym in 

Spanish) began with her processional hymn God of Grace, God of Glory in the First Presbyterian-

Reformed Church in Havana. The invocation prayer was offered by Professor Ivan González. 

Pastor Liudmila Hernández welcomed participants and saluted the leaders of Christian churches 

and ecumenical movements, State authorities and family and friends of the graduates.  

 

SET President Rev. Carlos E. Ham presented the graduation speech. Then 

graduates received their degrees of from Edelberto J. Valdés, President of Directive 

Board, President Carlos E. Ham and Dean Amos López who were presiding over 

the ceremony. Both presidents handed over the academic degrees and presented the 

graduates with Bibles from the CCC Biblical Commission. 

 

 

The graduates in Baccalaureate in Sciences of Religions were: 

 

Neisys Acosta Lastres, Camila Albernal Batista, Daniel Ernesto 

Burguet Villegas, Hugo David Camejo Zamora, Yamilé Díaz 

Mora, Claudio Alejandro García García, Lissett Govín Murdoch, 

Alexei Hernández Víctores, Reyna Miriam Lobaina López, 

Marleny Londres Cobas, Liend Massón Cruz, Marco Antonio Olivera Montalvo, Salomé 

Pérez Guzmán, Tomás de Jesús Pérez Silva, Elaine Roca Aguiar, Janet Ruiz Cortada, Janet 

Suárez Corbo y Danáis Vázquez Ramos. 

 

These graduates come from different churches; namely, Episcopal Church in Cuba (1); Methodist 

church in Cuba (1), Evangelical League of Cuba (1); Roman-Catholic Church (4); Espiritism (1); 

Espiritism and Regla de Ocha-Ifá (1); Yoruba-Regla de Ocha (1); Rosacruz Loggia (1); non 

professing students (7) 

 

On behalf of the graduates, Tomás de Jesús Pérez Silva said,  

 

“It is unbelievable, but we are living the longed for moment today in this graduation ceremony. 

Together we have made this dream come true on the basis of individual responsibility and 

collective collaboration. No one was left behind and we, the great majority, arrived at this moving 

moment.” 

“Different necessities and motivations to obtain knowledge and go deep into the religious realm; 

to know about the nature and essence of the different religions and faiths of this our world moved 

us to enter ISECRE in September 23, 2015, looking for this program because it was “the spine and 

support of truth”. This incessant search for new knowledge would not have been possible without 

the accompaniment, Saturday after Saturday, of faculty who bring prestige to this institution with 

their teaching and educational work as a torch of light. Respect and glory to the luminary of our 



culture, Dr. Ana Cairo Ballester, may God rest her soul. On behalf of those present here, as an 

everlasting symbol of his forging work, a particular acknowledgement to our esteemed and 

respected Dr. Adolfo Ham Reyes.”  

 

“Like Timothy, we have fought the good battle; we have obtained our degree. We keep our faith. 

In addition, we have enriched it due to an ecumenical understanding of the different spiritualties 

that human beings profess.”  

 

“Passing through ISECRE is captured in the memories and feelings of students: in our 

understanding of what we are and what we do; in our possibility to change what we will be. More 

than learning, it was growth as human beings. These happy years will be remembered as 

unforgettable experiences of ecumenism and dialog, understanding and respect for the Otherness.  

You may be convinced that this class that graduates today is part of those who forge and love; we 

are on the side of the grateful. Thanks to professors once more for the great benefits we received 

from you. Your work lies in fertile ground!” 

 

Director of ISECRE Reinerio Arce offered the final words dedicated to the 

graduates. Professor Daylíns Rufín gave the apostolic blessing. The song 

Momento Nuevo accompanied the procession of graduates and SET Direction to 

conclude the graduation activity in Havana. 

 

 

 

 

In short, 56 students obtained their degrees from all the programs at SET. Out of these 56 

graduates, there are 31 women and 25 men: 19 graduates, 10 women and 9 men from the 

Baccalaureate in Biblical Theological Studies program; 19 graduates, 9 women and 10 men from 

the Baccalaureate in Theology program; 18 graduates, 12 women and 6 men from the 

Baccalaureate in Sciences of Religions program. 

 

During the academic terms 2019-2020, 64 people, 37 women and 27 men obtained their certificates 

after having concluded the different programs. Out of all the graduates, 8 graduates from the 

seventh issue of the Cuban School of Diacony, 6 women and 2 men; 38 graduates from the 

Pentecostal Studies program, 16 women and 22 men; and 18 graduates from the Sunday School 

Teachers Training Program, 15 women and 3 men.  

 

The year 2020 ended with 120 graduates in all from the different programs, 68 women and 52 

men. We must highlight that women make up for 57 per cent of all graduates. 

 

We are deeply thankful to God and to all the people and institutions involved in these programs 

who accompanied us in the culmination of this academic course that ended in 2020. This last year 

brought great challenges in a changing and defiant context. However, it has also brought rich 

blessings due to the satisfaction produced by a mission accomplished in the ecumenical theological 



formation of our graduates, as part of the mission of accompanying our people and proclaiming a 

message of encouragement, hope and strength. 

 

Congratulations to all the graduates! May the blessings of the God of Life accompany you all on 

the path you start today! 


 

Contributions to Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Matanzas should be made to 
 the Ofelia Ortega Endowment Fund, Fund ID: 89726, Account: 1020094701.  

This information should be written on the memo line of the check. Contributions may be made either 
by individuals or congregations or presbyteries.  

The check should then be mailed to:  
Presbyterian Foundation, 200 East 12th Street, Jeffersonville, IN 47130. 
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