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DEVELOPMENT OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS  

 

The following academic programs were developed: 

 

a) Biblical and Theological Training Program in Santiago de Cuba. 

 

From October 8th to 10th, 2020 the sixth session of SET Biblical and Theological Training Program 

was held at the premises of the Episcopal Church of San. Lucas in Santiago de Cuba. It had not been 

held for a long time because of the health regulations related with the Pandemics. It maintained its 15 



students and the following subjects were taught: Evangelical values and ethical dilemmas” (second 

part) by professor Gil Fat Yero; “New religious movements” (second part) by professor Ricardo 

González Kindelán; and “Christian Worship” (2nd part) by professor Halbert Pons Santana. Due to 

the sanitary conditions of the country caused by COVID-19 it was agreed upon to reorganize the 

course so as to finish it during the first semester of 2021.  

     

b) Biblical and Theological Training Program in Caibarien 

 

On November 27th and 28th, SET Biblical and Theological Training Program was held in the premises 

of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Caibarien. Presbyter Edelberto Valdes Fleites –program 

coordinator in Caibarien-  taught the course “Christian Worship”.  

 

The students from this program met again on December 11th and 12th to carry out the second session 

of the subject “Christian Worship”. Working in four groups they made their project presentations on 

the religious worship in the Baptist, Bethel, Los Pinos Nuevos, and Roman Catholic churches. 

 

c) Program of  Pentecostal Studies  

 

This year the last session of the Program of Pentecostal Studies was held 

from November 30th to December 4th. A total of 17 students participated: 

pastors and missionaries of the Pentecostal Church Gracia Soberana, 

Pentecostal Church Monte Calvario, the Quadrangular Church and the 

Church of God in Christ. The subjects taught were: “Biblical Themes” by 

professor Iván González Tassé, “Mission and Evangelization” by 

Professor Antonio Santana Hernández, and “Pentecostalism” by professors Lidia Aguiar Rodríguez 

and José Aguiar López. Pastor Lidia Rodriguez said for this newsletter: “This course is of vital 

importance for learning not only in the academic sense but also in the formation of ecumenism. We 

learn to analyze our context and from this standpoint we can re-read our experiences and the 

interpretation of the Bible. It also widens our vision of other Pentecostal denominations: their history, 

experiences, and emphases as well as living together and in respect of other non-Pentecostal 

denominations”, She ended up by saying.  

 

 CHRISTIAN MUSIC CONCERT 

 

Our Dean Amos Lopez Rubio offered a community concert of Christian songs composed by himself. 

The audience enjoyed the music and the lyrics that reaffirmed our faith and hope in the God that is 

living with us. 

 

SET FACULTY CELEBRATES TEACHER’S DAY 

 



SET Faculty got together on December 2nd to celebrate “Teacher’s Day” at a fraternal lunch. It was a 

very timely moment for celebrating the 50th birthday of Professor Orestes Roca Santana and giving 

him a grateful farewell as a Dean. Additionally, SET Faculty welcomed and celebrated their first time 

with Amos Lopez Rubio as the new dean, as well as with the vice-deans Reinerio Arce Valentín and 

Marianela de la Paz Cot for the 2020-2023 period.    

 

END OF THE ACADEMIC DISCUSSION PERIOD CALLED BY ALIET  

 

On December the 3rd we held the last video-conference session programmed by the Latin American 

Association of Institutions of Theological Education (ALIET in Spanish) together with the following 

Latin American theological institutions: México, Colombia, Honduras, Costa Rica, Ecuador and 

Cuba. The latter was represented by SET president Carlos E. Ham and the vice president Clara Luz 

Ajo L. In the first period of is last session the president of the Costa Rican Latin American Bible 

University (UBL in Spanish), Elizabeth Cook presented a detailed report of the UBL theological 

training work. In the second part of the session ALIET president, Elizabeth moderated a dialogue 

among all the institutions represented about the future scope of this institution with the purpose of 

finding alternatives to face the challenges of theological education and accompanying us in this 

educational task. The participants promised to participate in the study and analysis of the on-line 

course methodology to use it in the convened theological institutions as a necessary form for sharing 

resources and knowledge for the sake of theological training in Latin America.  

 

VISITS AND MAINTENANCE OF THE WATER PURIFICATION SYSTEM 

INSTALLATIONS  

 

As the coordinating institution of the water purification systems of the Ministry of Living Waters for 

the World (LWW) in Cuba, SET, together with USA church brothers and sisters continued its work 

of guaranteeing the operation of the water purification systems by means of visits of revision and work 

and by supplying spare parts as needed. The following institutions were visited: 

 Baptist Church Enmanuel in Ciego de Avila. 

 Adventist church of the 7th Day in Santiago de Cuba 

 Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Camajuaní 

 Adventist Church of the 7th Day in Placetas  

 Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Luyano 

 The Cuban Council of Churches (general maintenance work) 

 SET (turbine change and maintenance work finished) 

 The Christian Center of Reflection and Dialogue in Cárdenas 

  Presbyterian-Reformed Church in La Fernanda, La Habana 

 Adventist Church of the 7th Day in Herradura, Pinar del Rio. 

 



By serving theses installations the outreach mission of the Cuban churches is reaffirmed in the 

communities and in our society. 

 

LECTURE AT SET: “EXPERIENCES IN URBAN AGRICULTURE” 

 

Engineer Ramón Liriano, from the School of Agricultural Sciences at the 

Camilo Cienfuegos University delivered the first lecture of the series 

“Experiences in Urban Agriculture” at the “Nize Fernandez” lecture hall. 

About 30 people attended this lecture, among them students, professors, 

our organic garden workers and people interested coming from the city 

churches and the Christian Center of Dialogue and Reflection in Cardenas. 

After a brief panorama of urban agriculture in the world, he focused his 

attention on the experience of organic gardens and intensive orchards as a viable alternative of food 

production in the city and of our organic garden revitalization.  

 

MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION WORK 

 

The work of restoration and adaptation of the different campus buildings was continued during these 

three months. The six tasks put out to contract had to do with hydraulic facilities and the cleaning of 

bathrooms and counters. SET direction appreciates the economic support and the effort of the brigades 

and our workers who labored under difficult conditions due to the scarcity of materials undergone by 

our Seminary in this period. 

 

LAUNCHING OF PUBLICATIONS AT THE LIBRARY “MARGARET MACDOUGALL 

MEMORIAL” 

 

Several publications were presented at the “Margaret McDougall Memorial” library on December 

15th: a book and two 2018 issues of the magazine Cuba Teológica, 

dedicated to the disseminations of SET relevant studies in different areas 

of education and research. Additionally, some issues: 14, 15, and 16 of the 

magazine Didajé from 2018-19, a publication for accompanying and 

training Cuban churches. They were all published late because of the 

scarcity of paper and the pandemics. These magazines are published in digital form in SET intranet 

and on the page www.setcuba.org. 

 

Cuba Teológica 

This issue (1-2 from 2018) entitled “John Wesley the flame is still on” was dedicated to the 280 years 

of the founder of the Methodist movement and his spiritual experience. Among others, the “Special” 

section must be highlighted. It makes a journey in the thought of John Wesley accompanied by 

Rinaldo Hernández and Néstor Míguez. These articles as followed by an interesting sermon by 

Wesley: “the Catholic Spirit”, related with the diversity of the Christian community: This sermon has 

http://www.setcuba.org/


great usefulness for today’s current ecumenical dialogue. It also contains reflections by Daniel 

Izquierdo Hernández, Douglas Calvo, Livio Díaz, Ary Fernández Albán, and José Carlos Hernández; 

together with SET 2018 compilation of graduation speeches and other documents like the “Arusha 

call to discipleship” approved in March 2018 by different traditions of Christians committed with 

mission and evangelization, as well as “Bogota Communique” addressed to public opinion and to the 

church community in general. It was written by Ibero American Catholic theologians reflecting on the 

pastoral or evangelizing dimension of current theology. 

 

Didajé 14 

 This issue groups several articles on how to minister the People of God, to take pastoral care of 

difference and to think of a liberating pastoral spirituality. These topics are tackled from 

interdisciplinary and pastoral perspectives by Ofelia Ortega Suárez, Marianela de la Paz Cot and 

Daylíns Rufín Pardo respectively. Likewise, it presents Alicia Sevila’s journey memoir on the Little 

Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. In it the French author reaches greater relevance after 65 years 

of its publication. It also includes Carlos Emilio Ham’s speech delivered in the graduation ceremony 

at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Austin, Texas; also in honor of Leonardo Boff the 

magazine includes his article written about his 80’s birthday as well as the “Message of the 38th 

Congress on Mysticism and Liberation” held in Madrid in 2018. It finally contains an index of the 

first twenty years of this magazine that is so satisfied for the accomplishment of its foundational 

objectives with the permanent support of those collaborating with it.  

 

Didajé 15 

This issue was conceived in the context of the 2019 feminist cry that pressed the world to think on 

women’s rights, violence caused by machismo, salary inequality, women’s access to decision-making 

jobs, as well as on the roles assigned to both genders. The topics of SET Theological Conference 

“Gender ideology Vs. gender identity”, “Biblical and theological 

foundations of the so-called Gender Ideology”, by Dora Arce, “An 

approach to the topic of gender in the Cuban context” by Adiel González 

and Anays Noda; “Theology and Gender in the USA” by Paul Kirbas, and 

“Impact of fundamentalism in the Cuban evangelical churches” a proposal 

by Kirenia Criado. In this issue is also included “Abraham’s Faith”, Nancy 

Bedford’s sermon preached in Cuba, “Ten pieces of advise to live religion in the 21rst century” by 

Frei Beto, together with two highly relevant documents in 2019: the foundational document of the 

Alliance of Evangelical Churches of Cuba, and the Declaration of the Cuban Council of Churches in 

response to the creation of the afore- mentioned alliance. 

 

Didajé 16. 

This issue (July – December 2019) is opened with the article “Facing love and hope to the challenge 

of prison” by Antonio Santana, dealing with pastoral support to prison inmates. Also it goes back to 

the theme of “sexual harassment in the Bible” by the Austrian theologian and bible scholar Irmtraud 

Fischer; and “Casiodoro de Reina: religious relevance and literary greatness” by Felix de Azua, a 



member of the Spanish Royal Academy on the 450th anniversary of the first publication of the 

complete Bible in Spanish, as well as the article “CUPSA and (the collection ) Classical works of the 

Reformation” by Carlos Martinez on the first centennial of the United Publishing House in Mexico. 

It also includes “With the hands on clay: recreating new realities”, a sermon preached by Doris Garcia 

in the Global Baptist Conference for Peace -attended by a 14 member Cuban delegation– and “This 

life, this Maestro” a portrayal of Rene Castellano and his psychological work by Alicia Sevila. At the 

end there is a testimony of gratitude to our dear Mercedes Cardenas Hodelin, born in Sabanilla del 

Comendador, Matanzas in 1929. A recognized pedagogue and Presbytrian leader, she celebrated her 

90th birthday full of words, memories and truth. Her poetic thought is vindicated in this magazine by 

the publication of a poem from her poem book, “Dreaming of Matanzas” with a prologue by Carlos 

Molina. At the very end it includes “The Message of the 39th   theological Congress “Justice and 

Compassion in an unequal world” and the script of the “Ecumenical celebration of the week of prayers 

for Christian unity 2020” prepared by the Christians from Malta, an island country at the center of the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

 

Book Diakonia of Empowerment. A model for the service and transformation of local 

congregations  

This text is a translation and contextualization for the Cuban reality of the 

doctoral thesis of SET President Carlos Emilio Ham Stanard at the Free 

University of Amsterdam. Based on the growth of diakonia experienced in 

the last few years the author makes his own diagnosis of the current times 

and presents the model of empowering diakonia as a new method for 

service and transformation in the ecumenical movement and the local 

congregations. It also goes deeper in the Cuban diakonal work, dealing with topics such as the 

diakonal work of the Cuban Council of Churches and the five dimensions of empowerment in the 

practice of diakonia on the island. The prologue was written by Dr. Elina Ceballos Villalon, the Cuban 

Council of Churches coordinator in the area of Diakonia.  

 

DEGREE EXAMINATIOS, THESIS DICUSSIONS AND GRADUATIONS. 

 

On October 20th and December 9th SET students of the Program of Major in Theology took their 

exams for academic degree. In the exams participated professor of the four chairs (Systematic 

Theology, Bible Sciences, Practical Theology, and Philosophy and History). The students that finished 

with Diploma Papers presented and passed their theses in December 8th before a boards of professors. 

 

For the first time this year the graduation ceremonies were celebrated alternatively in the central 

premises of Matanzas as well as in the premises of Havana and Holguin due to the sanitary conditions 

of the pandemics. The details of the ceremonies will be recorded in a special issue of “Acontecer”  

 

CHRISTMAS 2020 

 



The Christmas luncheon party started with the blessing of the food by 

chaplain Francisco Marrero Gutierrez on December 14. The participants 

were the students’ and professors’ families living at the Seminary together 

with the workers. They shared this time and remembered the birth of the 

child Jesus. 

 

In the evening of the 15th was carried out a beautiful Christmas program organized by 

SET chaplain.  

 

 

 

 

The Bible readings of the birth, the hymns accompanied by the student 

worship group and the special participation of the Bell Choir from 

Cienfuegos Episcopal Church “San Pablo”, made 

this a unique time with the remembrance that Christmas genuine joy goes beyond sorrows and worries. 

 

 

It helps us to proclaim the angels’ songs of that night that was heard in Bethlehem: Glory to God in 

the highest and peace on Earth.  




 

 

 

 

 

 



Contributions to Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Matanzas should be made to 

 the Ofelia Ortega Endowment Fund, Fund ID: 89726, Account: 1020094701.  

This information should be written on the memo line of the check. Contributions may be made either by 

individuals or congregations or presbyteries.  

The check should then be mailed to:  

Presbyterian Foundation, 200 East 12th Street, Jeffersonville, IN 47130. 
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