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2020-2021 COURSE FIRST TERM BEGINS 

 

Searching for a real, permanent theology; an ecumenical approach in pastoral behavior; evangelical 

discourse and a theory and practice and life, SET opened its doors on October 5 to inaugurate the 

first term of 2020-2021 course. Due to COVID-19, the course had been delayed for a month and it 

opens hoping for a new period of theological educational work. Students and professors from this 

city joined the teaching activities and later, in October 20, the professors from Havana who had been 

quarantined also joined the Seminary. Students from the first year of the Baccalaureate in Theology 

will begin their courses in January 2021, as well as the programs of the Higher Ecumenical Institute 

of Sciences of Religions (ISECRE) that takes place in Havana. 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS  

 

The following academic programs were developed in October  



1. Baccalaureate in Theology  

The resident program of Baccalaureate in Theology began with the following syllabus for the first 

semester: 

 

Third Year                                          Professors 

New Testament I                                 Kirenia Criado and Orestes Roca  

Eclesial Management                          Marianela de la Paz  

Congregational Song                          Nelson Dávila  

Theology IV                                        Reinerio Arce  

Theological English II                         Pending 

Denomination                         

 

Fourth Year                                      Professors 

New Testament Theology                  Iván González  

Ecumenical Pastoral                           Daniel Montoya  

Exegetic Methods                               Francisco Marrero  

Cuban Theology                                 Ary Fernández  

Social Sciences II                               Adolfo Ham  

Denomination                                     

             

2. Biblical-Theological Training program in Cienfuegos  

After an eight-month period, students attending the Biblical-

Theological Training program met at the San Pablo Episcopal 

Church in Cienfuegos, the venue for this program. Professor 

Fermín Ernesto Ojeda offered the course Christian Service in the 

area of Pastoral Theology.  

 

 

3. Sunday School Teacher Training program 

This course took place in October 16 and 17. This time the course Oral 

Narration was developed by Ileana Hernández, a well-known professor 

and oral narrator from Matanzas.   

 

 

 

SET DIRECTIVE BOARD ELECTIONS 

 

The regular meeting of the Directive Board took place in October 26 with 

representatives of the four churches of the board: The Episcopal Church 

of Cuba, the Cuban Presbyterian-Reformed Church, the Quaker Friends 



and the Fraternity of Baptist Churches (FIBAC) in Cuba. The members elected for the 2020-2023 

were, namely:  Amós López, Dean; Reinerio Miguel Arce, Vice Dean for the Sciences of Religions 

Program; Marianela de la Paz, Vice Dean for the Biblical-Theological Training program. The Board 

recognized the excellent work developed by Orestes Roca Santana as outgoing Dean. 

 

Amós López Rubio (La Habana, 1970) is a pastor at the FIBAC. He has a 

PhD in Theology from the Higher Evangelical Institute of Theological Studies 

(ISEDET) in Argentina. He is a Guest Lecturer at SET and collaborates with 

other theological seminaries in Latin America and the Caribbean. He has 

published articles on topics of practical theology, mission and ecumenism as 

well as on Latin American theologies.   

 

In an interview for this Newsletter after his appointment as Dean, when asked whether he 

imagined himself as SET Dean, he answered, “No, I did not. A few months ago, when I learned that 

Orestes Roca would be finishing his term as Dean, someone asked me whether I wanted to be the 

Dean and from that moment on I began to consider that possibility. Afterwards, we shared this idea 

at the FIBAC Directive Board and our president brought the proposal to SET Directive Board. I 

have been linked to SET for over 25 years, first as a student and then as a professor. So I thought 

about the possibility of serving as Dean as the confirmation of this bond and commitment to the 

institution I owe so much.” 

 

“SET has been a fundamental space for theological, ecumenical and pastoral training in Cuba. It 

has a key place in the history of the ecumenical movement in Cuba. SET has trained and inspired 

this ecumenical and social commitment into a god part of Christian and ecumenical leadership in the 

country. The institution has national and international recognition as well as in the academic non-

theological training in Cuba. Continuing with this commitment for the work, the mission and the 

contributions SET has for these times and for other times are an effort I have to fulfill.” 

 

About his expectations, projects and emphasis during his mandate, he expressed that, “I am still 

taking my first steps, so new projections will be forming along the way. Generally, I can say that 

giving continuity and consolidating the good work done till now and contributing to and enhancing 

SET’s work are some of my objectives. Especially after the process of Organizational Planning the 

institution has undertaken, which in my opinion is visualizing and channeling the necessary and 

relevant actions for the present and the future of the seminary,” he concluded. 

 

DEGREE EXAMS 

 

The students of the Baccalaureate in Theology took their degree exams in October 20. The 

examining board was made up of professors of the four departments, namely Systematic Theology, 

Biblical Sciences, Practical Theology and Philosophy and History. The students who passed 

satisfactorily their exams were  



 Adriana Guerrero Enríquez (Residential baccalaureate). 

 Luis Lázaro Méndez Oquendo (Residential baccalaureate). 

 Dianet de la Caridad Martínez Valdés (semi-residential baccalaureate). 

 

Congratulations! 

 

COMMUNITY BIRTHDAY 

 

In October 21, the community Participated in a special lunch on behalf of 

professor Daniel Montoya, to celebrate his 80 birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector Carlos Emilio Ham pronounced words about the life and deeds of 

this professor; Chaplain Francisco Marrero said the prayer, in which he 

reminded us of the joy of the safe return to the Seminary of all professor 

from Havana who were absent during the pandemic from campus and 

quarantined due to COVID-19.  

 

 

Other activities took place on October 30 on behalf of other 13 Seminary 

workers’ birthdays in September and October, such as songs and games and 

an exhibit of photographs of these people’s childhood to be identified. They 

had a lot of fun, and they thanked the administration of the Seminary for the 

great time they had had. This initiative will be held every month from now 

on. 

 

 

 

SET AWARDS IN 11
TH

 CHRISTIAN ART EXHIBIT 

 

The 11
th

 Christian Art Exhibition Hall was inaugurated on October 16 

with the topic “He who is thirsty, come; he who wants, take the water of 

life” during the celebrations of the Cuban Culture two weeks from 

October 10-20. Located in the square where Matanzas was founded, the 

House of the City Curator received the 42 pieces exhibited. SET has an 

interest in inserting its work in the cultural life of our city; to this effect, 



we awarded two special awards to two works. The first entitled Thirst Illuminates Our Path to Find 

the Spring, by María Victoria Ruiz Alfonso and Lázaro Ceballos Fernández for the perfect 

symbiosis in the usage of different techniques, simplicity and clarity of the piece and the poetic 

message it transmits. The second work awarded was Water of Life in Times of Pandemics by Julio 

Cesar Valdés Ruíz, a photograph that shows the author’s capture with precision the process to 

satisfy the need of pure water. This photograph is related to the Cuba-Network that SET maintains 

with the non-profit organization Living Waters for the World from the United States. This 

organization has installed 62 water purification systems in the entire island.  

SET Board appreciates the participation of brother Jesús (Chuchi) Martínez León in the 

promotion of this event on behalf of the Seminary. 

 

DAY OF CUBAN CULTURE CONCERT 
 

The Resurrection Chapel received the community on the evening of 

October 20, Day of Cuban Culture, for the concert Con cierto sentido 

dedicated to enjoy the presentation of musical groups from the city. 

Adrián León Díaz, a young episcopal fourth-year student in the 

Baccalaureate in Theology in our Seminary with professional musical 

training offered a program with pieces from outstanding Cuban 

composers Manuel Saumell, Perucho Figueredo, Gonzalo Roig and 

Ernesto Lecuona playing in the piano masterfully. Two students accompanied him in the 

performance. He also played Cuban boleros and they also read excerpts from outstanding exponents 

of Cuban literature. The program was written by student Angie Roca and the conductor was Jesús 

Martínez León (Chuchi), who introduced the audience to Adrian’s life as a staunch advocate of 

Cuban traditional music. May this be the first of many concerts to nurture our spirit with good art. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN PARTNERSHIP NETWORK USA-SET 

 

The Rector participated a ZOOM videoconference held in October 30 on SET and representatives 

from the Presbyterian Partnership Network with Cuba (CPN) in the United States. It was a perfect 

time to enhance information on the Seminary and its future projections. They talked especially about 

the strategic planning for the next three years, focused on three pillars: 1) improving academic work; 

2) improving communication and 3) financial-economic sustainability. Other professors participated 

in this videoconference, such as professor and pastor Dora Arce, Moderator and pastor Liudmila 

Hernández, Vice-moderator of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church Synod in Cuba. 

 

DAY OF PROTESTANT REFOEMATION CELEBRATIONS 

 

The Day of the Protestant Reformation was celebrated in the SET Chapel in October 30. Fourth year 

student Anays Noda was the facilitator of the activity. She reflected on the question of how this 

Protestant heritage interpellants us in our faith life today. After listening to presentations of students 



from different denominations, Anays exhorted to “celebrate our common history as children of God 

in this time, expressed in a diversity of ways, which points out to the Gospel that creates and 

transcends all these ways.” 

 

REFLECTIONS 

 

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 

By Professor Reinerio Arce Valentín, PhD    

SET Vice Dean  

 

 

These were Jesus’ words when he “felt” the absence of Father God in that 

moment of pain in the cross; a similar situation of the pain of many in these 

moments of crisis due to the pandemic that besieges humanity. In the midst of 

this reality, others ask themselves once and again, where is God? Why does He 

allow for this evil? 

 

Both questions and statements are the result of a huge uncertainty; of the 

fear that never, in our time, has there been a pandemic such as this one in which 

millions of people around the world have fallen ill. Above all, because thousands have died leaving 

a trail of pain among families and loved ones. Moreover, our lives, our habits, our relationships have 

been disrupted. Being unable to kiss, or hug, or share with family and friends has begun to be part of 

this new reality, among other things. 

 

Gottfried Leibniz wrote a book in 1710 entitled Essay of Theodicy. On the Goodness of God, 

the Freedom of Man and the Origin of Evil. Leibnitz was trying to explain the existence of a loving, 

almighty God in the face of the reality of evil. God stays on our side, sharing our suffering with us 

and accompanying the actions that we undertake or others undertake in favor of Life.    

 

We cannot explain why evil exists, but we can act for the good, because in the long run, evil is 

the absence of good. Therefore, it is our obligation to work for the good, which means working for 

the promotion and defense of life, of justice through the practice of love, because God is Love. 

 

If we asked of ourselves where God is now, I would affirm that he is there where the health staff 

is, working with them to care for the patients who suffer this disease and for others. He is among the 

scientists, helping to find the necessary vaccine and to improve the treatments for the victims of this 

disease. God is in those who, in the midst of this pandemic, help the elderly, the disabled and the 

people with no means of existence. God is in those who have lost their loved ones while sustaining 

them and in those who accompany them in this moment of grief. In short, Good is wherever good is 

done and where there is a fight for life.  

 



We cannot remain with the desperate cry of the cross, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” Because in verse 24 of this same Psalm 22 that Jesus is repeating, we find the 

affirmation of the psalmist, “For he has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, 

neither has he hidden his face from him; but when he cried to him, he heard.” We cannot explain 

evil. But with God’s presence, help and accompaniment amongst us, we can work for the good, 

which is working for life. 

 

 

“All things work together for good” 

 

 

By Adiel González Maimó 

Fourth-Year Student   

Baccalaureate in Theology 

 

COVID-19 surprised the whole world. No one imagined that that virus that in 

December 2019 affected only a province in China, in a few months would become 

the greatest threat in the last few years for all humanity. The pandemic was an 

impact not only in the health area: it changed the rhythm and course of life as we 

knew it. The necessary measure of physical distance to prevent contagion, with the 

respective confinement at home brought several positive and negative issues that 

undoubtedly changed our existence. In this reflection I am going to deal with the 

two best “collateral effects” that, in my opinion, brought the coronavirus. 

 

First, the confinement brought about that we necessarily had to change our priorities: at that 

time, we had to dedicate ourselves to rest and plan how to spend quality time with the family. Work 

and school moved then to the background; in the best scenario, we had to continue with these 

responsibilities via internet, from home. For me, this was the best that the pandemic brought: being 

able to stay for a long time at home with my family.  

 

Second, another good result was the environmental cleaning up. Free of the harmful effect of 

human action, Nature began to experience a reversion of the damage that it has suffered. Many have 

suggested that Mother Nature has given us a piece of her mind with this pandemic. I do not know if 

this is true. The truth is our isolation at home has done a lot of good to the planet.  

 

However, in the midst of all evil there is always a ray of hope. The sacred scriptures read in 

Romans 8:28. “All things work together for good” and this present situation is not the exception. 

Even in the midst of the disease, of the tragic new of the hundreds of thousands of deaths and the 

despair due to the obligatory confinement; even in the midst of it all, we could perceive good things. 

We will surely learn our lessons to change our post-pandemic life. May God allow for this time to 

help us to continue reflecting to revalue all that is really relevant.  




 

Contributions to Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Matanzas should be made to 

the Ofelia Ortega Endowment Fund, Fund ID: 89726, Account: 1020094701.  

This information should be written on the memo line of the check. Contributions may be made 

either by individuals or congregations or presbyteries.  

The check should then be mailed to:  

Presbyterian Foundation, 200 East 12th Street, Jeffersonville, IN 47130. 
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